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Wha t  is a  co -
ope ra t ive ?

A way of running a business:

● Independent

● Owned a nd controlled  by 

m em bers

● One  m em ber one  vote  

○ Rega rdless of fina ncia l 

investm ent

7 co-op principle s
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Wha t  a re  the  be ne fit s o f be ing  a  co-op?

● Employee retention and productivity

● Com m unity/  m em ber enga gem ent
○ Ca n stee r the  co-op to  do the  things you wa nt it to

● Ma kes the  m ost of collective  knowledge

● Keeps m oney loca l



Le g a l fo rm s

● Scottish Charitable Incorporated 
Orga nisa tion

● Com pa ny Lim ited  by Gua ra ntee

● Com m unity Inte rest Com pa ny

● Lim ited Lia bility Pa rtne rship

● Co-opera tive  Socie ty

● Com m unity Benefit Socie ty



Co-ope ra t ive s

● For the benefit of the wider 
com m unity

Exa m ple :

A rura l com m unity decides to  se t 
up  a  shop so  tha t loca ls ca n 
a ccess good, hea lthy food.

Although som e  people  a re  
m em bers, you don’t need to  be  a  
m em ber to  shop the re

Com m unity Be ne fit  
Socie ty

● For the  bene fit of the  
m em bers

Exa m ple :

Everyone  living  on stree t A 
decides to  collective ly buy the ir 
ene rgy to  bene fit from  bulk buy 
discounts
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